
 
 

     

The ancient idea of kin emphasize the notion of participation in one blood that passed from parent to child 
and that is common to every member of the family, by every member of a shared ancestor.  “The idea that 
the race has a life of its own, of which individual lives are only parts, is expressed even more clearly by 
picturing the race as a tree, of which the ancestor is the root or stem and the descendants the branches’” 1 
The family and resultantly, family matters, were therefore considered to be of extreme importance.  The 
brief description above draws our immediate attention to the emphasis placed on the unity, continuity and 
identity of the family as an integral unit. 
 
The term “kinsman redeemer” is used of a next of kin, usually the closest adult male relative, who 
intervened in the affairs of needy family members.  Leviticus 25, one of the major OT texts describing this 
custom, provide several examples of this person and practice.  For example: 
 
The kinsman redeemer was obligated to redeem the land of a relative. 
25 “"If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his property, athen his nearest redeemer shall come and 
redeem what his brother has sold.”  See vv. 25-28; cf. Jer 32:6-9 
 
The kinsman redeemer was obligated to redeem an enslaved relative. 
47-49 “"If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and your brother beside him becomes poor and 
sells himself to the stranger or sojourner with you or to a member of the stranger's clan,then after he is sold 
he may be redeemed. One of his brothers may redeem him, or his uncle or his cousin may redeem him, or 
a close relative from his clan may redeem him. Or if he grows rich he may redeem himself.”  See vv. 47-55 
 
In other places the kinsman redeemer was required to preserve the family line of a deceased male 
relative by marrying his widow and by providing an heir.   
Gen 38: 8-10 “Then Judah said to Onan, "Go in to your brother's wife and perform the duty of a brother-in-
law to her, and raise up offspring for your brother."  But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his. So 
whenever he went in to his brother's wife he would waste the semen on the ground, so as not to give 
offspring to his brother.  And what he did was wicked in the sight of the LORD, and he put him to death 
also.”  See also Dt 25:5-10; etc.  This was known as the levirate law; levir means brother-in-law. 
 
Sometimes his responsibility included the avenging of the death of a murdered relative. 
Num 35:16-21 “"But if he struck him down with an iron object, so that he died, he is a murderer. The 
murderer shall be put to death. And if he struck him down with a stone tool that could cause death, and he 
died, he is a murderer. The murderer shall be put to death. Or if he struck him down with a wooden tool that 
could cause death, and he died, he is a murderer. The murderer shall be put to death. The avenger of blood 
shall himself put the murderer to death; when he meets him, he shall put him to death. And if he pushed 
him out of hatred or hurled something at him, lying in wait, so that he died, or in enmity struck him down 
with his hand, so that he died, then he who struck the blow shall be put to death. He is a murderer. The 
avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death when he meets him.” 
 
At other times he was required to be a trustee. 
Num 5:5-8 “And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to the people of Israel, When a man or woman 
commits any of the sins that people commit by breaking faith with the LORD, and that person realizes his 
guilt, he shall confess his sin that he has committed. And he shall make full restitution for his wrong, adding 
a fifth to it and giving it to him to whom he did the wrong. But if the man has no next of kin to whom 
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restitution may be made for the wrong, the restitution for wrong shall go to the LORD for the priest, in 
addition to the ram of atonement with which atonement is made for him.” 
 
The book of Ruth provides us with three kinsman-redeemers. 
In the first place, there is the unnamed kinsman-redeemer who is willing to redeem the land of Naomi’s 
deceased husband Elimelech, but who is unwilling to marry Ruth and perpetuate Elimelech’s line, 4:1–8.  

Next, the baby Obed is the kinsman-redeemer “who appears at the climax of the story and that whose birth 
the women sing of Naomi: “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a close relative; and 
may his name be famous in Israel! And may he be to you a restorer of life …”” 4:14–15. 

Then there is the chief kinsman-redeemer figure, Boaz, a well-to-do relative of Naomi’s on Elimelech’s side, 
2:1. He is a godly man possessing many enviable virtues.  For example, he has a good relationship with his 
workers, 2:4 and he cares for Ruth, 2:8–9, 14–16, and for Naomi, 11–12, 19–20.  His integrity is shown in 
his willingness to fulfill the role of kinsman-redeemer - in contrast with the unwillingness of his fellow family-
member, 3:10–13; 4:9–10.  In the end, he redeems Elimelech’s land by purchasing it from Naomi and he 
preserves Elimelech’s line by marrying Ruth, who subsequently gave birth to a son.2 
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